7th Grade Life Science Course Outline

A. Course Description

The 7th grade life science course is designed to introduce students to the science of living organisms.  In this course, students will be responsible for the 7th grade science critical content and for attempting the Science Inquiry and Technical Writing Competency.   For a full description of the 7th grade science critical content framework, go to Douglas County School district website at www.dcsd.k12.nv.us .

B. Performance Outline

This class is a hands-on and activity based class.  Students will be introduced to what makes an organism a living thing, how living things interact with their environment, how living things and non-living things interact, what living things are made of, functions of cells and their organelles, diversity of life, heredity, bacteria and viruses, how we classify organisms and the scientific method. The Science Literacy and Technical Writing competency is where students use the scientific method to perform, and communicate a scientific investigation.  This will be done at school in the classroom.

C.  Classroom Procedures

1. Required Materials- Everyday a three-ring binder with paper and dividers (Dividers should be labeled sponges, vocabulary and notes, and in-class/homework), school planner (placed in front of binder), pen or pencil and a box of colored pencils will be needed.

2. Homework Policy- Homework is assigned periodically.    Homework will be due the next time the class meets unless otherwise stated.

3. Grading Policy for Late Work-  

· Late assignments will be reduced 25% of earned credit if they are late, or if turned in within one week of the established due date.  The highest possible grade is a 75%. 

· Assignments turned in after one week of the established due date (up to the pre-established homework deadlines) will receive 50% of earned credit.  The highest possible grade is 50%.

· Homework will be accepted for up to 50% credit until the deadlines listed below. 
Late work not turned in by these deadlines will be entered in the grade-book as a zero and not be allowed to be made up. 
· Deadline #1: September 27th
· Deadline #2: October 31st 

· Deadline #3: November 26th  

· Deadline #4: December 17th

· Deadline #5: January 31st 

· Deadline #6: February 27th 

· Deadline #7: March 28th 

· Deadline #8: April 30th
· Deadline #9: May 27th
4. Make-up Policy- Homework due to an absence needs to be turned in within school guidelines, which is number of days absent plus one extra day.  

5. Test and Quizzes- Quizzes will be given once a week to test for understanding and Tests will be given at the end of each chapter.

6. Extra Credit- Extra Credit will be given periodically throughout the semester.  Typically extra credit will be offered when a large project is turned in early, completing an alternate project or bringing in classroom necessities like: rubber gloves and/or hand sanitizer, etc.  

7. Tutoring will be available after-school on Tuesday and Thursday of each week.  
D.   Grading

a. Grades are based on a point system.  Homework assignments, tests and quizzes worth will vary depending on the amount of material that was covered.  At the end of the grading period, a student’s grade will be calculated as a percentage of the total points the student has earned.  

b. Grades will be updated regularly and posted in the classroom according to the student’s I.D. number.  Online grades will be available for parents to view.  Just go to the Pau Wa Lu website and click PowerSchool (www.dcsd.k12.nv.us/pwl).  Each student is responsible for checking his/her grade and making sure that all assignments have been turned in. 

c. Citizenship grades are based on conduct marks.

O (Outstanding) = no conduct mark/participation

S (Satisfactory) = 1-4 marks

N (Needs Improvement) = 5-6 marks; detention/parent contact

U (Unacceptable) = 7 or more; referral

d. Grading Scale:  See student handbook. 

E. Class Behavior Expectations

a. Students are expected to follow the “Character Counts” traits at all times.

b. Student’s work must be complete and neat.

c. Students must bring all required materials everyday (binder and planner).

d. Students need to stay on task and respect the rights of the other students in the class.  (Do not disturb their neighbors!) 

e. Pau-Wa-Lu conduct and behavior expectations are based upon the right to teach, the right to learn, the right to be safe, and the right to be treated fairly.  It is everyone’s responsibility to help protect these rights.

f. All work must have the proper MLA heading.

F. Parent Contact

a. The best way to contact me is through email.  Please see the email sign up on the school website or email me directly, so I can enter you into my address book.  My email address is aavery@dcsd.k12.nv.us .  Please feel free to email me anytime!  If you prefer phone contact, please call 775-265-6100 voice mail- 324.

I look forward to working with your child this year!  Any questions, please feel free to contact me anytime.

I have attached two copies of the course outline. Please sign one of the attached forms and have your student return it to me by August 23, 2013 and keep the other form as your own personal copy.  By signing the attached form, you understand and agree to the above stated policies.
I look forward to a wonderful school year!   
Sincerely,
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____________________________
Allison Avery


Science Educator






Student Signature:
Pau Wa Lu Middle School














____________________________
